DISTRICT OFFICES:
222 West TTH Avenug, #2
ANCHORAGE. ALaska BR513. 7595

o TeLEpnONE 907/271-6878
\-’\ Box 10, 101 121H Avemt
" JFaipnanks, ALasea 9O7G1-6275

DON YOUNG

CONGRESSMAN Fom ALL ALAsKa lgr? ,% @
WASHING TON OFFICE k?

2111 Rarauss Buwping

NLE‘;”:TE 202‘122:,0":"21?‘2” - . . il 1 1 I -:II/ :\;-_T‘EJPHON! 907/456-0210
-rouaE.aow CEe : el i s pO 1401 Fecema Bulowa
COMMITTEES: L) | PO.Boxa124?

Gau. ALASKA 99802-1847

COMMITTEE ON . ELEPHONTE §07/686-7400
e . o s
RESOURCES ) E'rcmml?.:f::a 9"::‘0: -8485
. - Teueanong R07/225-6880
PASPORATORAND Congress of the United Bt e T o e
INFRASTRUCTURE (10T Sure 380
: - oL A ea611.7 7!
Houge of Represemtatives Sorrse se08
Mar-Su
Hashington, B.¢€. 20513 851 Exst Weasamr Dave
March 14,2000  "FSormreress

The Honorable Linda Morgan
Chairman

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Chairman Morgan:

| am writing to you to comment on the future of the rait ingustry. As the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) reviews the current state of the rail industry, | am confident that
future decisions effecting rail mergers will continue to use criteria that judges the merits of a
merger and its effects on commerce.

Railroads have always played a critical role in our transportation system, but the system
has changed. As we move into the 21* Century the rail industry faces the same challenges as
other modes of transportation. Service to customers and meeting the demands of consumers
has always been a determining factor in the success of a railroad and the future will be no
different. Rails competition with and accommodation of other modes of transportation will
determine to a large extent the viability of rail. Equally important is the relationship between-rail
management and labor. Does a proposed merger address the concems and needs. of the
workers effected? Does labor support a proposed merger?

You and | both know that recent rail mergers have been anything but smooth. | am very
familiar with the concemns and anger expressed by rail customers as a resuit of past mergers.
However, not every rail company operates iike a carbon copy of another. | encourage the STB
to continue to scrutinize mergers by examining past service and potential service disruptions
and plans 1o address them. Ask about problems of past mergers and whether or not they have
been resoived. These and other questions need to be addressed. However, do not prematurely
judge and stop a merger purely because other companies had problems with their mergers.
Most importantly, to allow one's competitors to dictate when and if a merger is allowed is the
height of anti-competition. '

| appreciate your consideration of my comments and lcok forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Congressman for all Alaska



